
REMARKS 

In response to the Official Action of 06/09/2003, please consider the above amendments 
and the following remarks. 

An election/restriction requirement was made between Groups I, II, III and IV as 
explained in paragraph 1, pages 2-5 in the Official Action. Applicants hereby confirm the 
election made in a telephone conversation with the Examiner on 3/3/2003. Applicants elected 
the invention of Group I, claims 32-59. The elected species comprise butyl norbornene, 5- 
tris(ethoxy)silylnorbornene, tetracyclododecadiene, procatalyst 13 shown at page 98, and 
activator 9 shown at page 106, and that claims 32-42, 44, 45, 48-50, 52 and 55-59 are readable 
on the elected species. 

REJECTIONS UNDER §112 

In paragraph number 5, claims 33-42, 45, 56 and 59 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject invention. 

a) Claim 33 and all of the claims dependent on this claim were rejected because R' is 
defined as a hydrocarbyl ligand but requires it to include hydrogen. The Examiner is correct that 
it is inconsistent that hydrogen is a hydrocarbyl. For this reason, claim 33 has been amended to 
recite that R' is hydrogen in addition to an anionic hydrocarbyl ligand. 

b) Claim 42 has been amended to state that the claim is directed to "the reactant 
composition" and not to a method. 

c) The Examiner notes that the Group 1 metals as recited in claim 45 cannot be within 
the scope of claim 44 because this independent claim does not include such metals. There was 
obviously an omission of "an alkali metal cation" in the specification on page 44, in line 5. This 
omission in the specification was corrected by inserting said term. The fact that this was an 
obvious omission is clear from the disclosure on page 45 in lines 11-13 where it is recited "the 
alkali metal cations include Group 1 metals" and then follows with specific examples of the 
metals as well as the preferred metals which include lithium, sodium and potassium. 
Consequently the independent claim 44 has been amended to insert after "proton" the phrase "an 
alkali metal cation,". Claim 45 has been amended by deleting "Group 1 element" and replacing 
it with "alkali metal"; deleting in line 2 "a proton" and in line 3 deleting "Group II" and 
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• u w Alkaline earth " Now claim 45 is properly dependent on claim 44 and 
rep lacingitwiththeterm alkaline earth^ ^ ^ ^ 

the nomenclature in both claims is consistent. Again, 
by the disclosure on page 45, lines 3-18. 

ligand" in lines 7-8 of claim 44. 
REJECTIONS UNDER §102 AND §103 

t„ the fact that the instant claims are directed not to a 

<* ,he &amter ' s T on b ;,o 11 — — • 

monomer and a Uroup iu ,^ Fach of t h e two reactant 

system ta , - the, are conned, » Po^on can * £~ «^ ^ „, 

nor claim stable reactant compositions that are claimed instantly. t , bvSuldetal 

i . , c T t c r § 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Sulci et ai. 
Claims 32 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § iuz W 

n ,o 4 100 338) This rejection is respectfully traverse. 

dieses a,M — ctnonde - a cocata,,* wn,cn no, preser^ J 
„ fra - colons instant,, clataed. Consent.,, U ,s no — * 
can be made under ,102 or even under »« stnce the datmed compos,- 
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Wi "" lraW,, ' , • « 44 51 55 57 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. JUB» as 

and requires two monomers not invoiv 

,„ paragraph ,0, darms 32, ^ „ respectMly ^ 

being unpatentable over Okamoto et al- (US ' ^ j > |;taws . numH0US example^ 

. The Examine, states in the re,.*,. ^- - ^ ^ ^ , o 

pol^ab.e or cobble — 0K — a 
polymerizable compositions but to w both of the m being in a polycycloolefin 

p^ys, and *e otbe, conta,n,ng ^ ^ - he ^d and the 

r * e r t J! 1 that *e tr-ion nreta, contend has hydrogen or an 

procatalyst in claim 33 makes com00U nds are disclosed in this reference 

(S ee co.unm 7, „ne 65 to coluntn , >me 2 . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— Tm 1 — — 1 ° f - ,s respectM,y 

Okamoto et al. reterence. 
requested. 
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apptatl „„a re a„ow*ove rt he art o fre co rt . Reconsideration and a Notice of A 
reqUeSted " Respectfully submitted, 
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